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In memoriam Ante MiloSevi¢ (1953.-2025.)

In memoriam Ante MilosSevic¢ (1953-2025)

DANIJEL DZINO

Discipline of History and
Archaeology

School of Humanities
Macquarie University,
Sydney
danijel.dzino@mg.edu.au

* Autor zahvaljuje obitelji Milo-
Sevi¢ na ustupljenoj fotografiji i
dozvoli za objavljivanje.

* The author thanks the Milosevi¢
family for providing the photo-
graph and allows its publication.

Ante (Tonci) MiloSevi¢, hrvatski arheo-
log, povjesnicar, povjesni¢ar umjetnosti
i muzeolog nas je zauvijek napustio 24.
7. 2025., ostavljajuci tako golemu pra-
zninu u arheologiji isto¢nojadranskoga
podru¢ja i njegovoga Sireg zaleda. Mi-
loSevic je roden 5. ozujka 1953. u Sinju.
Studirao je na Filozofskom Fakultetu u Za-
dru, gdje diplomira, magistrira i kona¢no
doktorira 2005. godine. Obnasao je duz-
nosti ravnatelja Muzeja Cetinske krajine u
Sinju (1977. — 1994.) i ravnatelja Muzeja
hrvatskih arheoloskih spomenika (MHAS)
u Splitu (1994. - 2005. i od 2013. do umi-
rovljenja 2018. godine), gdje je dostigao
rang muzejskog savjetnika. Milosevi¢ je
osnivac i urednik znanstvenog recenzi-
ranog ¢asopisa Zbornik Cetinske krajine, a
kao ravnatelj MHAS bio je glavni urednik

Ante Milosevi¢ (1953.-2025.)
(SI. Privatna foto arhiva)*
(Fig. Private photo archive)*

Ante (Tonci) Milosevi¢, Croatian archae-
ologist, historian, art historian, and mu-
seologist, left us forever on 24 July 2025,
leaving a vast void in the archaeology of
the eastern Adriatic region and its wid-
er hinterland. Milosevi¢ was born on 5
March 1953, in Sinj (Dalmatia, Croatia).
He studied at the Faculty of Humanities
and Social Sciences in Zadar, where he
graduated, earned his master’s degree,
and finally his doctorate in 2005. He
served as director of the Museum of the
Cetinska Krajina in Sinj (1977-1994) and
as director of the Museum of Croatian
Archaeological Monuments (MHAS) in
Split (1994-2005, and again from 2013
until his retirement in 2018), where he
attained the rank of museum advisor
(the highest rank within the Croatian
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muzejskog znanstvenoga ¢asopisa Starohrvatska prosvjeta.
Godine 2017. pokrece novu seriju publikacija Korpus rano-
srednjovjekovne skulpture u izdanju MHAS-a, koja ima za cilj
katalogizaciju ranosrednjovjekovne skulpture hrvatskih po-
vijesnih zemalja.

Pod Milosevi¢evim vodstvom, MHAS je organizirao neko-
liko znacajnih izlozbi, od kojih je bez dvojbe najznacajnija Hr-
vatiiKarolinziiz 2000. - 2001., u kojoj je sudjelovalo preko 100
mugzeja i institucija iz Hrvatske i drugih drzava. Projekt Hrvatii
Karolinzi bio je dio europskog muzeoloskog projekta Charle-
magne — The Making of Europe u kojem su, uz MHAS, sudjelo-
vale muzejske institucije iz Velike Britanije, Italije, Spanjolske
i Njemacke. Ova izlozba proglasena je kulturnim dogadajem
2000. godine u Republici Hrvatskoj. MHAS je za svoju ulogu u
ovoj izlozbi dobio prestiznu Godisnju nagradu grada Splita, a
popratni katalog izlozbe u dva sveska, ¢iji je urednik bio Milo-
sevi¢, dobitnik je Nagrade Josipa Juraja Strossmayera Hrvatske
akademije znanosti i umjetnosti za 2001. godinu, kao najbolja
knjiga iz podruc¢ja humanistickih znanosti te godine.

MiloSevicevi najznacajniji muzeoloski projekti izvan
Muzeja Cetinske krajine i MHAS-a ukljucuju kulu Mincetu u
Dubrovniku, gdje su in situ prezentirani arheoloski ostatci
kasnosrednjovjekovne ljevaonice Gornji ugao, te muzejsku
zbirku na Bribirskoj glavici koju je napravio sa sukustosicom
Nikolinom Urodom. MiloSevi¢ je u Sinju, zajedno s Joskom
Belamari¢em, razradio ideju Muzeja Sinjske alke i znacajno
pridonio njegovom osnivanju. Ovaj je muzej nagraden mno-
gim hrvatskim i medunarodnim nagradama poput nagrade
Europa Nostra za kulturnu bastinu (2018.), medunarodne
nagrade Plautilla za kulturno-turisti¢ka dostignuca Kongresa
povijesnih gradova u Solinu (2017.), nagrade Ziva za najbolji
slavenski muzej koju dodjeljuje Forum slavenskih kultura te
autorske Nagrade Slobodne Dalmacije iz Splita.

Uz rad u MHAS, Milo3evic je izmedu 2007.i 2013. bio go-
stujudi izvanredni profesor na Filozofskom fakultetu u Splitu,
gdje je predavao kolegije o kiparstvu i arhitekturi ranosred-
njovjekovne Hrvatske. Kao priznanje za doprinose u javnom
Zivotu i znanosti, dobitnik je Godisnje nagrade grada Sinja
(2011.), a 2016. nagraden je i Nagradom grada Skradina. Go-
dine 2024. u njegovu ¢ast iziSao je zbornik radova FORTUNA-
TUS LIGO: Zbornik povodom sedamdesetog rodendana Ante
Milosevica, u izdanju Medunarodnog istraZivackog centra za
kasnu antiku i srednji vijek sveucilista i Zagrebu, Filozofskog fa-
kulteta u Splitu i Sveucilista u Zadru, koji su uredili lvan Basi¢,
Ivan Josipovi¢ i Miljenko Jurkovi¢. U zborniku su objavljeni
radovi znanstvenika iz Hrvatske, Rusije, Francuske, Njemac-
ke, Italije, Slovenije, Australije, Sjedinjenih Americkih Drzava,
Sjeverne Makedonije i Velike Britanije, a Citatelja upu¢ujemo
na MiloSevicevu detaljnu biografiju, punu bibliografiju do
2024. te sjecanja i osobne dojmove kolega koje su u zborni-
ku napisali: lvan Basi¢, Ivan Josipovi¢, Miljenko Jurkovi¢, Da-
nijel DZino, Kristina Babi¢, Blagoje Govedarica i Ivan Matejcic.

Od 1977. do 2008. Ante Milo3evic¢ ¢lan je Hrvatskog arhe-
oloskog drustva, obnasajuci duznost ¢lana izvrSnog odbora

122

museological hierarchy). Milosevi¢ was the founder and
editor of the peer-reviewed journal Zbornik Cetinske krajine,
and, as director of MHAS, he served as editor-in-chief of the
museum’s scholarly journal Starohrvatska prosvjeta. In 2017,
he launched a new MHAS publication series, Corpus of Ear-
ly Medieval Sculpture, aimed at cataloguing early medieval
sculpture from the historical Croatian lands.

Under Milo3evi¢'s leadership, MHAS organized sever-
al major exhibitions, the most significant being Croats and
Carolingians (2000-2001), involving over 100 museums and
institutions from Croatia and abroad. The project was part
of the European museological initiative ‘Charlemagne — The
Making of Europe, which included institutions from the
United Kingdom, Italy, Spain and Germany. The exhibition
was declared the cultural event of the year 2000 in Croatia.
MHAS received the prestigious ‘Annual Award of the City of
Split’ for its role, while the accompanying two-volume cata-
logue, edited by Milosevi¢, won the Josip Juraj Strossmayer
Award’ of the Croatian Academy of Sciences and Arts in 2001
for best book in the humanities.

Among Milo3evi¢’s most notable museological projects
outside the Sinj and Split museums were the Minceta Tower
in Dubrovnik, where remains of a late medieval foundry at
Gornji Ugao were presented in situ, and the museum col-
lection at Bribirska glavica, created with co-curator Nikolina
Uroda. In Sinj, together with Josko Belamari¢, he developed
the concept of the Museum of the Sinj Alka, also making
a significant contribution to its establishment. The muse-
um later received numerous awards, including the ‘Europa
Nostra Award for Cultural Heritage’ (2018), the ‘Plautilla In-
ternational Award for Cultural-Tourism Achievements’(Solin,
2017), the ‘Ziva Award for Best Slavic Museum’ (Forum
of Slavic Cultures), and the ‘Slobodna Dalmacija Authors’
Award"

Alongside his museum work, MiloSevi¢ was a visiting
associate professor at the Faculty of Humanities in Split
(2007-2013), where he lectured on early medieval Croa-
tian sculpture and architecture. In recognition of his con-
tributions to scholarship and public life, Milo3evi¢ received
the ‘Annual Award of the City of Sinj’ (2011) and the ‘City of
Skradin Award’ (2016). In 2024, a volume in his honor, FOR-
TUNATUS LIGO: Festschrift on the occasion of Ante MiloSevic's
70" birthday, was published by the International Research
Centre for Late Antiquity and the Middle Ages (University of
Zagreb), the Faculty of Humanities in Split, and the Universi-
ty of Zadar, edited by Ivan Basi¢, Ivan Josipovi¢ and Miljenko
Jurkovié. The volume included contributions from scholars
from Croatia, Russia, France, Germany, ltaly, Slovenia, Aus-
tralia, the United States, North Macedonia and the United
Kingdom, along with a detailed biography, complete bibli-
ography up to 2024, and personal reminiscences written by
Ivan Basi¢, lvan Josipovi¢, Miljenko Jurkovi¢, Danijel DZino,
Kristina Babi¢, Blagoje Govedarica and Ivan Matejcic.



ove udruge 1989. - 1993. Godine 1996. postaje ¢lanom Nje-
mackog arheoloskog instituta, a od 2007. godine ¢lan je Eu-
ropske arheoloske asocijacije. Kao potvrda njegovih znanstve-
nih postignuca, 2009. godine izabran je za ¢lana Centra za
balkanoloska ispitivanja Akademije nauka i umjetnosti Bosne i
Hercegovine u Sarajevu, postavsi ujedno i ¢lanom urednistva
Godisnjaka, znanstvene publikacije toga Centra. Milosevi¢ je
takoder jedan od osnivaca i vodecih ¢lanova Centra za inter-
disciplinarne studije Studia Mediterranea, osnovanog 2008. go-
dine u sklopu Filozofskog fakulteta Sveucilista u Splitu. Centar
je izdavac serije knjiga Studia Mediterranea u kojoj je Milose-
vi¢ od 2008. do 2022. objavio ili suizdao sedam monografija.

MiloSevicev je doprinos arheologiji Sireg isto¢nojadran-
skoga regiona, kao istrazivaca, ili voditelja iskapanja, neiz-
mjeran. Najznacajniji realizirani arheoloski projekt, ¢iji je
MiloSevi¢ bio suvoditelj, jest medunarodni projekt iskapanja
na Bribirskoj glavici kod Skradina Varvaria-Breberium-Bribir
koji je zapoceo 2013. i rezultirao sa Sest sezona iskapanja
(2014.-2019.). Ovaj medunarodni arheoloski pothvat uklju-
¢ivao je uz MHAS partnere iz Hrvatske (Muzej grada Sibeni-
ka), Australije (Sveuciliste Macquarie u Sydneyu), a naknadno
i Norveske (Teoloski fakultet iz Osla). Ova je inicijativa okupila
medunarodni tim stru¢njaka iz Hrvatske, Australije, Norves-
ke, Italije, Velike Britanije, Francuske i Svedske, zajedno sa
studentima iz Australije i Norveske. Ova su iskapanja iznije-
la na vidjelo brojna otkric¢a iz perioda antike, kasne antike
i srednjeg vijeka, od kojih je najznacajniji pronalazak ranije
nepoznate ranokri¢anske rotonde nekonvencionalnog di-
zajna, izgradene oko 500. godine.

Uz muzeolosku i arheolosku djelatnost, Milosevi¢ je
bio iznimno plodan znanstvenik koji je kao autor ili suau-
tor objavio 12 monografija (jos jedna je u pripremi za post-
humnu objavu), urednik ili suurednik je 10 zbornika radova
i autor ili suautor preko 110 radova objavljenih u znanstve-
nim casopisima i zbornicima radova, ne racunajuci muzej-
ske vodice, kratka izvjesca s iskapanja, izlozbene kataloge,
novinske ¢lanke i sl. Njegovi znanstveni interesi protezali su
se na arheologiju, povijest i povijest umjetnosti od pretpo-
vijesti do ranog novog vijeka, s posebnim naglaskom na ka-
snu antiku i rani srednji vijek. Prostorno, Milosevi¢ se bavio
isto¢nojadranskom obalom sa zaledem, u ¢emu je posebno
mjesto imao njegov rodni Sinj i Cetinska krajina. Njegovi
najznacajniji znanstveni doprinosi bez dvojbe su poveziva-
nje pojave stecaka u Dalmaciji sa seobom Vlaha, istrazivanja
prezivjelog kasnoanti¢kog stanovnistva u VII. i VIII. stoljecu,
zatim o seobi Hrvata, koju MiloSevi¢ datira oko 800. godine,
te diskusije o materijalnoj kulturi karolinskoga doba.

DOPRINOS ARHEOLOGIJI BOSNE | HERCEGOVINE

Ante MiloSevi¢ dao je znacajan doprinos arheologiji Bo-
sne i Hercegovine, na nekoliko razina. Uz ve¢ spomenutu
suradnju i ¢lanstvo u Centru za balkanoloska ispitivanja u
Sarajevu te brojne radove objavljene u casopisu Godisnjak
Centra za balkanoloska ispitivanja, MiloSevi¢ je predvodio
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From 1977 to 2008, Milosevi¢ was a member of the Cro-
atian Archaeological Society, also serving on its executive
committee (1989-1993). In 1996, he became a member of
the German Archaeological Institute, and, in 2007, a mem-
ber of the European Association of Archaeologists. In 2009,
in recognition of his achievements, Milo3evi¢ was elected a
member of the Centre for Balkan Studies of the Academy of
Sciences and Arts of Bosnia and Herzegovina in Sarajevo,
joining the editorial board of its journal Godisnjak. He was
also a co-founder and leading member of the Centre for In-
terdisciplinary Studies Studia Mediterranea, established in
2008 at the Faculty of Humanities, University of Split. The
Centre published the Studia Mediterranea book series, in
which Milo3evi¢ published or co-published seven mono-
graphs between 2008 and 2022.

MiloSevi¢'s contribution to archaeology in the wider
eastern Adriatic region, both as a researcher and excavation
leader, was immense. His most significant realized archaeo-
logical project was the international excavation at Bribirska
glavica near Skradin (Varvaria—Breberium-Bribir), co-direct-
ed from 2013. This resulted in six excavation seasons (2014-
2019), involving MHAS, the Sibenik City Museum, Macquarie
University (Sydney), and later the Faculty of Theology (Oslo).
The initiative brought together experts from Croatia, Aus-
tralia, Norway, Italy, the UK, France and Sweden, along with
students from Australia and Norway. Among the various dis-
coveries from Antiquity, Late Antiquity and the Middle Ages,
the most significant was a previously unknown early Chris-
tian rotunda of unconventional design, built around 500 AD.

As a scholar, Milosevi¢ was exceptionally prolific. He au-
thored or co-authored 12 monographs (with another forth-
coming posthumously), edited or co-edited 10 collected
volumes, and published over 110 articles in scholarly jour-
nals and edited volumes not counting guides, excavation
reports, catalogues, and newspaper articles. His research
spanned archaeology, history and art history from prehis-
tory to the Early Modern period, with special focus on Late
Antiquity and the early Middle Ages. Geographically, his
work centered on the eastern Adriatic coast and hinterland,
especially his native Sinj and the Cetina region. Milosevic's
most important contributions include linking the emer-
gence of late medieval stecci tombstones in Dalmatia with
Vlach migrations, investigating the survival of late antique
populations in the 7" and 8™ centuries, dating the Croatian
migration to around 800, and analyzing the material culture
of the Carolingian era.

CONTRIBUTION TO THE ARCHAEOLOGY
OF BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

MiloSevi¢ also made significant contributions to the archae-
ology of Bosnia and Herzegovina on several levels. Besides
his membership and publications with the Centre for Balkan
Studies in Sarajevo, he led comprehensive excavations on
both sides of Hayreddin’s (Old) Bridge over the Neretva in
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sveobuhvatna istrazivanja s obiju strana Hayreddinovoga
(Staroga) mosta na Neretvi u Mostaru. Ova istrazivanja bila
su uvjetovana ratnim razaranjima 1992. — 1995. i ruSenjem
luka mosta 1993., a neposredno su prethodila njegovoj ob-
novi 2004. godine. Nakon pocetnog rascis¢avanja rusevina
na kraju 2001. godine, istraZivanja, pod pokroviteljstvom
UNESCO-a, zapocela su pocetkom sijecnja 2002. i s prekidi-
ma trajala do oZujka 2004. godine. Tijekom dvije i pol godine
istraZzen je u potpunosti ¢itav prostor unutrasnjosti utvrde-
nja na lijevoj i desnoj obali Neretve. Nakon tih zahvata most
i tvrdavska postrojenja uz njega su obnovljeni i predani na
upotrebu nakon sve¢anog otvorenja 24. srpnja 2004. godine.
Postignuti istraZivacki rezultati, objavljeni nepotpuno u par
znanstvenih ¢lanaka i potpuno u monografiji Stari mostovi i
utvrde Mostara koju supotpisuju Milosevi¢ i Zeljko Pekovi¢ u
izdanju Core i MHAS (Dubrovnik - Split, 2022.), pokazali su
da je lu¢ni kameni most, koji je majstorski izgradio osmanski
arhitekt Hayreddin u XVI. stolje¢u, bio zapravo najnovija ite-
racija na tom mjestu. Ovaj kameni most zamijenio je ranije
gradevine na prijelazu preko Neretve, ukljucujudi srednjo-
vjekovni prijelaz sa Zicarom i dva uzastopna drvena mosta.

MiloSevicev znanstveni rad cesto se doticao predmeta
karolinskoga podrijetla iz Bosne i Hercegovine kao $to su po-
jasni jezicac majstora Tetgisa iz Gornjih Vrbljana te pojasna
garnitura iz Mogorjela, a predmeti karolinske provenijencije
iz BiH ukljuceni su i u katalog izloZzbe Hrvatii Karolinzi. Uz zna-
¢ajnu diskusiju o ranosrednjovjekovnoj obnovi ranokrs¢an-
skoga sklopa u BilimiS¢u (Zenica) objavljenoj na njemackom
i hrvatskom jeziku (Starohrvatska prosvjeta, ser. lll, 30; 2003.;
Godisnjak Centra za balkanoloska ispitivanja ANUBIH 31;
2004.), MiloSevi¢ se vise puta osvrtao na kamenu skulpturu
iz srednjobosanskih ranokrs¢anskih crkava u Bilimisc¢u, Da-
bravini i Lepenici. On je zastupao ideju da kamene skulpture
pokazuju ranosrednjovjekovne stilisticke osobine pod jakim
utjecajem langobardske umjetnosti VIII. stoljeca u Italiji, sli-
jededi ideje francuskog povjesnicara umjetnosti Andréa Gra-
bara. Ovo zapazanje isto se odnosilo i na gradevinu poznatu
u literaturi kao Breza 2, ¢ije datiranje u ranijim znanstvenim
istrazivanjima ostaje neuvjerljivo, oscilirajuci izmedu kasno-
antickog i srednjovjekovnog. Milosevi¢ je u nekoliko publi-
kacija osnazio ranije misljenje Bure Baslera da se ne radi o
ranokrscanskoj bazilici, ve¢ o svjetovnoj gradevini u kojoj su
zivjeli pripadnici elite, koju je on datirao u VIII. stoljece.

Ovaj osvrt na zivot i djelo Ante MiloSevica dotice se samo
najznacajnijih dostignuca iz njegove bogate biografije i ni
u kom slucaju se ne treba shvatiti njezinim potpunim pri-
kazom. MiloSeviceva smrt prekinula je dugotrajnu karijeru
uspjesnog znanstvenika, muzealca i arheologa koji je osta-
vio neizbrisiv trag u svim aspektima svoga djelovanja i iji
e radovi jos dugo vremena biti neizostavan dio znanstvene
arheoloske literature.
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Mostar. These works, arising from the wartime destruction
of 1992-1995 and the bridge’s collapse in 1993, immedi-
ately preceded its reconstruction in 2004. After the initial
clearance of ruins in late 2001, excavations under UNESCO
sponsorship ran from January 2002 to March 2004. They
revealed the entire fortification interior on both banks of
the Neretva. Following restoration, the bridge and fortifica-
tions were reopened on 24 July 2004. Findings — published
partly in articles and fully in the 2022 monograph The Old
Bridges and Fortifications of Mostar (co-authored with Zeljko
Pekovi¢, Core/MHAS: Dubrovnik/Split) — demonstrated that
Hayreddin’s 16""-century stone arch bridge masterpiece was
the latest in a sequence of crossings, replacing earlier con-
structions including a medieval cable crossing and two suc-
cessive wooden bridges.

MiloSevi¢ also studied Carolingian-period objects from
Bosnia and Herzegovina, such as the belt tongue crafted
by master Tetgis from Gornji Vrbljani and the belt set from
Mogorjelo. They were included in the Croats and Carolingians
exhibition catalogue together with other artifacts of Caro-
lingian origin from Bosnia and Herzegovina. He published
important studies on the early medieval restoration of ear-
ly Christian complexes at Bilimisée (Zenica) and examined
sculpture from early Christian churches in Bilimis¢e, Dabra-
vine and Lepenica. Milo3evi¢ argued these works displayed
early medieval stylistic features under strong Lombard influ-
ence of the 8" century, following the ideas of André Grabar.
MiloSevi¢ also strengthened Buro Basler’s interpretation of
the so-called Breza 2 site as not a basilica but a secular elite
residence, dated to the 8™ century.

This overview of Ante Milosevi¢'s life and work touches
only on the most significant achievements of his rich biogra-
phy, and should not be considered a complete account. His
passing ended a long career as a successful scholar, museol-
ogist and archaeologist, who left an indelible mark on every
field of his activity. Milosevi¢'s work will remain an essential
part of archaeological scholarship for many years to come.
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