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Astrid Bugarski was born in Mostar on February 
26, 1937. She completed her primary and se-
condary education in Zagreb and Sarajevo. She 
graduated from the First Women’s Gymnasium 
in Sarajevo in 1956. On November 14, 1961, 
she graduated from the Faculty of Science and 
Mathematics in Sarajevo as a geography student 
with a specialization in anthropogeography.

From 1962, she worked at the National 
Museum of Bosnia and Herzegovina in the 
Department of Ethnology, and from 1965, after 
passing the professional exam, she obtained 
the title of curator, expert ethnologist for set-
tlements, houses and furniture (rural architec-
ture), where she spent her entire working life. 
She served as the Dead of the Department of 
Ethnology, was the Deputy Director of the 
National Museum of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
and a member of the Editorial Board of the 
Herald of the Ethnological Department of the 
National Museum of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

During her decades-long work at the National 
Museum of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Astrida 
Bugarski collected field recordings, floor plans, 
photographs and descriptions of housing units, 
as well as furniture, for the purpose of preserv-
ing folk architecture and lifestyle, primarily in 
rural areas, which is of great importance for the 
study and preservation of architectural heritage 
in this region.

She participated in team field research in 
ethnological-Folkloristic projects through-
out Bosnia and Herzegovina (Široki Brijeg, 
Drežnica, Žepa, Derventa, Tešanj, Zmijanje, 
Rama, Tuzla, Višegrad, Stolac) and beyond, and 
at the same time, while performing independent 
research, she made purchases for the collections 
of the Ethnographic Department.

As a dedicated researcher, she carefully re-
corded all data with a tape recorder, pencil, and 
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Od 1962. godine zaposlena je u Zemaljskom 
muzeju Bosne i Hercegovine na Odjeljenju za 
etnologiju, a od 1965, nakon položenog struč-
nog ispita, stekla je zvanje kustosa, stručnjaka 
etnologa za naselja, kuće i pokućstvo (seoska ar-
hitektura), u kojem je provela cijeli radni vijek. 
Obavljala je dužnost načelnika Odjeljenja za 
etnologiju, bila zamjenica direktora Zemaljskog 
muzeja Bosne i Hercegovine i član Redakcije 
Glasnika Etnološkog odjeljenja Zemaljskog mu-
zeja Bosne i Hercegovine.

Tokom svog višedecenijskog rada u 
Zemaljskom muzeju Bosne i Hercegovine 
Astrida Bugarski je prikupila građu terenskih 
snimaka, tlocrta, fotografija i opisa stambenih 
jedinica, kao i pokućstva, u svrhu očuvanja na-
rodne arhitekture i načina života, prije svega u 
seoskim sredinama, a koja je od velikog značaja 
za proučavanje i očuvanje graditeljske baštine 
na ovim prostorima.

Učestvovala je u timskim terenskim istraži-
vanjima i etnološko-folklorističkim projektima 
u cijeloj Bosni i Hercegovini (Široki Brijeg, 
Drežnica, Žepa, Derventa, Tešanj, Zmijanje, 
Rama, Tuzla, Višegrad, Stolac) i šire, a istovre-
meno za vrijeme samostalnih istraživanja vršila 
otkup za zbirke Etnografskog odjeljenja.

Kao predana istraživačica, sve podatke je pa-
žljivo bilježila magnetofonom, olovkom i fotoa-
paratom, a kasnije je većinu svojih istraživanja 
i prikupljenog materijala pretočila u naučne i 
stručne radove, knjige i izložbe.
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camera, and later transformed most of her re-
search and collected material into scientific and 
expert papers, books, and exhibitions.

She worked on permanent exhibitions in 
the Department of Ethnology: Life and Culture 
of the Urban Population in the 19th Century, 
Life and Culture of the Rural Population in 
the 19th Century, Collective Work, Bjelašnica, 
Traditional Furniture in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
From the Times of our Ancestors (an exhibition 
set up during the war), and a permanent exhibi-
tion in Rama - Collective Work.

It was a fortunate circumstance that Astrida 
Bugarski worked and researched at a time when 
perhaps the biggest changes in the way of life 
of people from this area took place, including 
cultural, social and spatial trends in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina.

She is the recipient of many awards and 
acknowledgements for her exceptional and com-
mitted work on research and preservation of the 
cultural heritage of Bosnia and Herzegovina. All 
these recognitions confirm her great contribu-
tion to science, museology, and ethnology of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

She left an indelible mark on the community 
and the legacy she preserved.
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Dobitnica je mnogih priznanja i zahvalnica za 
svoj izuzetan i predan rad na istraživanju i oču-
vanju kulturne baštine Bosne i Hercegovine. Sva 
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Ostavila je neizbrisiv trag u zajednici i nasli-
jeđu koje je čuvala.
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