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Lijerka Kutleša was born in Livno (Bosnia and Herzegovina) on 6th November 
1929 in a large family. She completed her primary education in her hometown 
and her secondary education at the State Mixed Teacher Training School in 
Sarajevo in 1950 with an excellent academic record. As expected, she dedi-
cated the following two academic years to teaching in schools in Vareš. Ea-
ger to learn more and advance in her career, in the fall of 1952, Lijerka Kut-
leša enrolled at the Higher School of Pedagogy, the Department for Biology 
and Chemistry and successfully completed her studies in 1955. Dedicated to 
her profession, for the following two academic years, starting from the year 
1954/55, she worked as a biology teacher in the Primary School in Turbe near 
Travnik. In August 1956, she started working as a plant preparation special-
ist at the Biology Department at the Faculty of Science in Sarajevo. In line 
with her desire to learn and her ambitions, she used the new work position 
to continue her education and, this time as a part-time student, she enrolled 
in biology and chemistry studies at the Faculty of Science. After successfully 
completing these studies as well at the beginning of 1960 and achieving the 
top grade (10) for her graduate thesis, in March of 1961, Lijerka Kutleša was 
elected as an Assistant at the Biology Department at the Faculty of Science at 
the University of Sarajevo, teaching the course Systematics of flowering plants.
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Determined to accomplish her goals of advancement in 
career and scholarship, Lijerka Kutleša continued to work 
on her training and education. She enrolled in the master 
programme at the Biology Department, systematics and 
ecology line of study, at the Faculty of Science, University of 
Zagreb (Croatia), and she resided in Zagreb during the aca-
demic years of 1963/64 and 1964/65. She earned her mas-
ter’s degree in biology in 1969 and defended her master’s 
thesis titled Phytocenological Culture of Island Dolin in the 
Kvarner Gulf which represents a continuation of her previous 
scientific interests. Namely, already in her graduate thesis in 
1960, she focused on the dendroflora of the Krk peninsula, 
meaning the consistency in researching a very significant 
component of flora and vegetation of the Adriatic coast.

She began working on her doctoral thesis in 1980 at the 
Faculty of Science at the University of Sarajevo titled Diver-
gence and Differentiation of Viola elegantula Schott Species. 
Due to the death of her mentor prof. Živko Slavnić, PhD 
in 1975, she chose a different thesis topic Viola  ser.  cornu-
tae s. lat. in the Southeastern Dinaric Alps at the Department 
of Biology, Biotechnical Faculty, University of Ljubljana (Slo-
venia). Her mentor was a prominent botanist and acade-
mician Ernest Mayer. Due to a series of unfortunate events, 
this was the only task that she did not complete in a timely 
manner.

Admiring the professional and academic qualities of Li-
jerka Kutleša, MSc, and because of the need for regular and 
high-quality teaching, at the beginning of 1979, the Biology 
Department at the Faculty of Science selected her as the As-
sistant Professor for the course Systematics of Cormophytes, 
which remained her title until retirement in 1988.

During her many years of dedicated work at the Biology 
Department at the Faculty of Science, Lijerka Kutleša stood 
out for her teaching skills, as well as her scientific work. 
Namely, along with numerous teaching obligations, first as 
an assistant, then as a teacher at the Biology Department at 
the Faculty of Science and the Faculty of Pharmacy at the 
University of Sarajevo, she did research work in plant sys-
tematics and ecology. She participated in numerous scientif-
ic and scholarly projects, consisting of fieldwork in the entire 
territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina and beyond, as well as 
laboratory work following field explorations. Although her 
initial papers referred to the study results of Mediterranean 
flora and vegetation, Klek peninsula followed by island Dolin 
in the Kvarner gulf, during the subsequent phase, she partic-
ipated in a series of ecosystem research projects involving 
the most important mountain ranges in the central Dinaric 
Alps – Maglić, Volujak, and Zelengora, with a special focus 
on Perućica forest, projects that analysed this issue through 
several cycles. Afterwards, she focused on the flora and veg-
etation of Vranica, the Una basin, boglands of mountains in 
Bosnia, and ecosystems of habitats with naturally occurring 
heavy metals; projects that represented a real research treat. 

A specific contribution to her overall work is the participa-
tion in projects regarding the natural potentials of some me-
dicinal, high-vitamin, and edible plant species, as well as the 
issue of natural progradations of vegetation in, increasingly 
prevailing and spacious, waste rock dumps near old mines.

Apart from ecosystem projects, Lijerka Kutleša had never 
neglected another important field of her scientific interests 
– systematic research. Within this sphere, she gave a signifi-
cant contribution with her papers on Violaceae and Liliace-
ae families (Viola and Lilium type genus), as well as on some 
other families – she studied genera Edraianthus, Leontopodi-
um, Valeriana and others.

Moreover, the participation of Lijerka Kutleša in a large-
scale and significant project Vegetation Map of Yugoslavia – 
the Territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina is very important. This 
project lasted for many decades, it was complex and expen-
sive, and gathered the most qualified botanists from Bosnia 
and Herzegovina of the 1970s and 1980s, but by a combina-
tion of circumstances, only fieldwork was completed for this 
project, with complete documentation and commentary. 
Working on this project, as a technical secretary for one pe-
riod, Lijerka Kutleša gave by far greater contribution to field 
analysis and commentary preparation in a large number of 
sections as part of work groups during the years it took to 
do this task. Within this project, she analysed the vegetation 
of central, northwestern, and northern Bosnia, and a part of 
eastern Herzegovina.

Students remember her as an excellent teacher who 
possessed an enormous knowledge of botany, as well as the 
natural gift of passing her knowledge on to younger gener-
ations. It was no easy task of teaching botany when modern 
capabilities of illustrating objects were not available. How-
ever, only a few teachers in the 1970s and 1980s could make 
illustrations on a large piece of paper, in the form of posters, 
and thereby help students in the learning process. The way 
she organized theory and practical classes for the course 
Systematics of Cormophytes is a special story. Her students 
and close associates had unforgettable days of fieldwork 
on Treskavica Mountain which she called “Miss Mountain 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina”. She led a long line of students 
along the mountain to the village Turovi (820 m) until the 
mountain lodge “Josip Sigmund” (where the students were 
accommodated) in Kozija luka (1510 m) and further until the 
very top of the mountain (Pakliješ, 2086 m). Due to her fast 
and small strides, even the toughest had problems catching 
her up. Students also remember her being at the back of the 
line, helping the weaker to catch up the stronger in front of 
them, respecting the ethical rules of mountaineering, and 
often wearing the backpack of some students unable to 
carry heavy equipment, along with her own backpack. She 
was a reliable guide during the fieldwork. She worked with 
ease, confidence, zest, commitment, and sacrifice. Climbing 
the Treskavica Mountain, and visiting the wider territory of 
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this mountain until its peak, her students managed to learn 
a lot about mountain flora and collect rich plant specimens 
gathered in their own herbaria. These collections remained 
as a trace of fieldwork and good material for learning the 
systematics of cormophytes.

Lijerka Kutleša was not only a plant world enthusiast, but 
an avid mountaineer. She climbed the majority of moun-
tains in former Yugoslavia and beyond. Mountaineers re-
member her as a persevering and brave person, full of other 
virtues valuable in nature. On these quests, she did not for-
get her profession so she collected botanic materials for her 
research and research of her colleagues who were unable 
to endure the exertion required for mountaineering. Even 
during the winter, Lijerka Kutleša did not forget the moun-
tains – that is when she dedicated her time to skiing, which 
was her favourite sport. She passed her love for skiing and 
skills to younger generations. She was a talented skiing in-
structor. She taught the children of her colleagues and her 
relatives with great ease, almost like a professional instruc-
tor. She was renowned for this, especially at the Olympic ski 
resort Jahorina.

In addition, Lijerka Kutleša was a great admirer of all 
forms of art, especially literature. She was an avid reader 
and read a large number of international and local authors. 
She read works from the distant and close past, as well as 
the most recent works of local and international literary au-
thors. She quenched her thirst for books by borrowing them 
from libraries and friends, and buying and archiving them 
in her own library. She also loved fine art and never missed 
an opportunity to visit an art exhibition in Sarajevo or else-
where. Film art was her favourite art form, especially on the 
big screen in movie theatres. She was also a classical music 
aficionado and, as long as her health allowed her, she regu-
larly visited classical music concerts and operas at the Na-
tional Theatre in Sarajevo or elsewhere in the world during 
her travels. In addition, she immensely loved travelling. She 
visited many countries in Europe, Asia, and even visited Ar-
gentina. One of the last places to visit was Spain, the country 
that left a special impression on her, and often told stories 
about it.

Up until her late years, Lijerka Kutleša did not abandon 
her desire to gain knowledge and skills. She very quickly ac-
quired the skill of using computers in order to obtain many 
pieces of information from different spheres of interest. Us-
ing email and Skype, she was able to communicate with for-
mer colleagues, numerous friends, and relatives all over the 
world.

During her many years of dedicated work at the Biolo-
gy Department at the Faculty of Science, apart from being a 

teacher and a scholar, she performed many other duties. She 
was a member of different commissions established for the 
purpose of the Department and Faculty. She was an active 
member of the Biological and Ecological Society of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. She was also a successful president of an 
Assembly of Working People gathering all working people 
at the Department, from teachers, assistants, to laboratory 
assistants. With her patience and wisdom, she successfully 
solved the problems of working people as their President for 
two years.

While working as the Chair, despite also being a part-
time student, she received the best, exemplary, appraisals 
for her work. She received many collective recognitions, 
numerous monetary rewards at the Biology Department, as 
well as praises from the Faculty of Pharmacy. On the occa-
sion of celebrating 30th anniversary of the Biology Institute 
at the University of Sarajevo, she received a Charter. She re-
ceived Recognition from the Faculty of Science for 20 years 
of her work.

The list of biographical facts does not give us a complete 
picture of a person, only their professional and academ-
ic interests, omitting their human side, especially when it 
comes to such a persona as Lijerka Kutleša, whose person-
ality traits were difficult to separate as far as their quality is 
concerned. Therefore, we come to the missing fragment of 
a scholar and expert – their personality, the human within. 
We do not speak of a person with many faces and profiles, 
one for every occasion. Lijerka Kutleša was and remained 
a strong and stable person, with exceptional qualities, for 
every occasion, at every place. She selflessly encouraged 
younger colleagues in their professional advancements and 
was sincerely rejoiced for their accomplishments, whether 
they were promoted, published a paper, or issued a book. 
She was known for never forgetting to congratulate with a 
bouquet and a smile.

Students and colleagues, as well as numerous friends, 
loved and respected her. She earned this respect though 
correct relationship towards work, persons she worked and 
socialized with, and her willingness to help professionally 
and privately, as well as through her moral virtues.

Ms Lijerka Kutleša is remembered by everyone as a kind 
soul, altruist, and, above all, an honourable person. Although 
petite, she had a big heart, an open mind, intellectual, and 
full of truely human values.

The heart of Lijerka Kutleša stopped beating on 26 
March 2019 in Sarajevo. Her remains were buried in her 
home loved town Livno.
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